The Bloody Assize
Sunderknd held a-conclave at the Duchess of Portsmouth's
lodgings, and resolved to send for the Duke of York who,
travelling in disguise, arrived safety at Windsor and was*
received b7 his brother with much show of affection,
Charles recovered. The great body of moderate English-
men breathed more freely, for had he died the outlook
was disastrous, since the Catholic and Tory supporters of
the Duke of York would have come to blows with the Pro-
testant Whig supporters of the Duke of Monmouth. The
average country gentlemen and men of business preferred
even a Catholic king to the horrors of another civil war,
But, with Charles well again, they had a respite from either
of the dreaded evils.
Charles now came to the conclusion that the way of
peace was to get rid of both the claimants to the reversion
of his throne. The Duke of York was sent to Scotland,
where he would find congenial employment in persecuting
heretics, and Monmouth was ordered to give up his high
command and betake himself overseas. Obedient to the
King's orders he left for Holland in September.
The Protestant Whigs were still the most powerful
party in London, and the members of the King's Head
Club, or Green Ribbon Club as it came to be called from
the wearing by members of green ribbons in their hats,
were still violent in their demonstrations against Popery*
It is difficult in our day to realize the terror that the people
felt about Catholic domination. That their fears were
gr9undless is, to my mind, impossible to believe. Their
opponents were quite in earnest about the abolition of the
pestilent heresy, and believed that with French gold and
munitions and a Catholic king they could bring it about.
But at the moment the Whigs had the upper hand, and to
hearten their comrades decided to show their power, on
November iyth, by a glorious celebration of the accession
of Queen Elizabeth.
Reports of this superb and extravagant procession read